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Peter Latz: Duisburg Nord Country Park- 1985-
Present

The conversion of the 200 hectare
industrial plant of Duisburg Meiderich into
the present day Duisburg Nord Country Park in
Duisburg, Germany is an dramatic example of
how a wasteland can be converted into thriv-
ing cultural center. The integration of
natural systems (which tend to naturally
overtake their surroundings) and systems of
natural decay become a powerful juxtaposi-
tion as public park spaces are specifically
designed into the residual boundaries of a
completely different program. At any level,
Duisburg represents an excellent integration
of multiple systems as well as becoming a
model for the reclamation of an abandoned
infrastructure.

When designing a park such as Duisburg
Nord, a certain amount of flexibility and
restraint must be figured into the design to
allow for a certain amount of flex within the
natural systems.



