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Glossary

Cleanup / Chai
n. demolition. The Chinese character chai has become a well-known symbol for demo-
litions due to urbanization boom. The urban renewal projects took place since 1990, 
began from the city center – hutong areas. With this movement, many traditional old 
buildings have been downgraded, leading to the problems of losing authentic culture. 

Enclave, Armature, Heterotopia
n. three primary urban elements. (from Shane)

Eco-system
n. dependency of individuals to activities and programs. 

Hukou
n. household registration, local residency license. With hukou, residents have legal 
access to education, medical and other public services in their registration city/
area. It geographic specific nature ties residents to their registration place and 
reduce individuals’ mobility (moving to other cities). 

Heterotopia 
n. the exceptional space. See page 94

JXQ 
n. a neighborhood in Beijing, near the airport express way, between the 4th 
and the 5th ring. This site is currently under East CBD plan, which put the 
neighborhood in demolition and relocation zone. 

798 
n. a celebrated international art district in Beijing. Local artists have moved in 
since 1990 to take the advantage of low rent and large space. 

RUS 
With the decentralization of urban population and economic activities, a gigan-
tic buffer zone is established between city center and traditional countryside, 
which is referred as Chengxiang Jiehubu, roughly translated as Rural Urban 
Syndicate (RUS). [Analysis of Beijing Rural Urban Syndicate Management / 
The Chinese Dream]
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Urban Fringe/Margin/Periphery 
The edge between urban and rural, do not imply its nature as a buffer zone.

Top-down Development
One urban planner dominates over nature. 
The harmonious city must first be planned by experts who understand the science of 
urbanism. They work out their plans in total freedom...once their plans are formulated 
they must be implemented without oppositions. -- Le Corbusier

Bottom-up Development
Everyone is a planner.
Perhaps the most powerful way of improving the fit of our environment, however; is to put the 
control of it in the hands of its immediate users, who have the stake and knowledge to make it 
function well. If users are in control...then a good match is more likely.  -- Kevin Lynch

Informal Urbanism & Informal Economy
Any exchange of goods or services involving economic value between people outside the scope 
of ‘normal and formal ‘business. -- Wikipedia
System of trade or economic exchange used outside state controlled or money based transac-
tions. Practiced by most of the world’s population, it includes barter of goods andservices, mutual 
self-help, odd jobs, street trading, and other such direct sale activities. Income generated by the 
informal economy is usually not recorded for taxationpurposes, and is often unavailable for inclu-
sion in gross domestic product (GDP) computations.  -- Businessdictionary.com
Most economists define this activity through its form of employment and organization. Urban 
planners and architects mostly define informality as unauthorized and unregulated occupation 
of land and construction upon it, which is also in the condition of tenure insecurity. This project 
adopts its urbanism definition, focusing on its land occupation, structural regulation and function. 

Policy Sprawl
n. the phenomenon by which China’s planning and building policies most often result in the op-
posite of their intended effect. 
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