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Cut boardsto sizeand roundthe fore edgecorners.As the boardsfor
this styletendto bequitethick, thesquaresshouldbesizedaccordingly.
The groovebetweenthe edgeof the springandthe boardshouldequal
at leastthe twice the thicknessof theboardto accommodatethecover
ing leather.If applyingbands,the groovewill needto be wider, other
wise theboardswill jam andthebookwill not openproperly.Mark the
groovewith apencil.

Nick thecornersof theboardsby thespinelightly.
Apply glue to the insideof the split in the boardand
insertonly the centerpartof the flap up to the pencil
marks.Leavethegrooveat leastaswide astheboards
arethick (extrafor bandedwork), inserta protective
"fence" of card stockslightly larger than the boards
andnip in thepress.

Cut the endsof the springso that they
are slightly rounded (like a crescent
moon). With a paring knife, edge pare
them slightly, and hammerover to form
headcaps.Add leatherstripsto createfalse
raisedbands,if desired.

Covering

Springbackswere subjected to very
heavy use and the leatherwas edge
paredonlyto retainmaximumstrength.
Cut and edge-parethe leatherfor the
spineandcorners.

Pasteout the leatherfor the corners
first, andapply.As thecornersarepro
portionatelyrounded,pleatedturn-ins
work best.

Next, lightly dampentheendsof the
spring.Pasteout the leatherandspine,
also brushing paste into the groove.
Apply the spine leather
and turn in at the head
and tail. Place brass or
plexi rods,woodendowels
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or knitting needles of the appropriate
thickness into the groove and press for
10-15 minutes to secure the leather.
Remove from the press and tie a cord
around the groove to aid in forming
the head caps. Hammer over the head
caps, and form so that leather takes on
a 45° as in the quarter leather library
style.

If making a full leather binding,
edge-pare and paste out the leather,
apply and turn in. Insert rods or dow
els into the groove, and put in press
for 10-15 minutes. Form the headcaps
so that the leather takes on a 45° angle as in the quarter leather library
style.

Let dry between boards and under a weight.
Trim-out and fill-in covers with appropriate thickness of material.

Prepare the paper or cloth for sides and apply. Open the covers, glue
down the tabs from the stiffened flap, insert protective fences and put
in press. Next trim out insides of the covers and fill-in as appropriate.
Finally put down the endsheets, insert fences and press.
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As reported by Peter Verheyen, with the assistance ofRichard Baker.

Note on the Contributor

Mr. Verheyen is a proponent of the German-style spring back binding
which differs somewhat from Mr. Baker's English version.
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