










Librarian of the Lena R. Arents Rare Book Room. Copies were dis
tributed gratis to viewers of the attractive display of rare and medium
rare books, and others were mailed to a list of selected names of people
and institutions likely to be interested in the subject. Following the
close of the exhibit, requests were received by mail by Mr. Wells for
copies of the Commentary and these exhausted the supply in due
course. Copies of this first edition are now considered collectors' items
in Lunar Literature.

Mr. Wells continued to receive communications asking for copies
of the Commentary (including one from San Quentin Prison; but none
from Robert Stroud, avian watcher and monastic ornithologist for the
past fifty-two years at Alcatraz), until recently the outstanding requests
reached such an astronomical figure as to justify the issue of the second
(now illustrated and revised) edition of this extraordinary publication.

This new edition under the title: Fictional Accounts of Trips to
the Moon, was designed in his inimitable style by Dr. M. Peter Piening
of the School of Art, who saw the booklet through the Syracuse Uni
versity Press, and afterwards declared it to be one of his proudest
accomplishments.

Members of Syracuse University Library Associates who would like
to have a copy gratis may apply to its author, Mr. Wells, either in per
son, in writing, or by telephone except by long distance collect via
Telstar.

(Dr. Cyrano de B. Pfaall, Washington, D. C., well-known American
astrophysicist and lychnobitic lunarian, upon reading the Cleveland
report about Dr. Kopal, commented to his visitor at the time, the
Editor of the Courier: "I had always thought the figure was 983 feet."
Trying to explain this disparity, Dr. Pfaall added, "I guess I just didn't
squeeze hard enough.")

Good News from Suffolk
From Dr. A. Daly Briscoe, President of the Omar Khayyam Club in
England, has come the intelligence that that august organization now
proposes to issue a third book to cover its activities during the years
1929-1961.

Dr. Briscoe's communication to the Editor of The Courier reads
in part as follows:

"The Annals of the Omar Khayyam Club are in need of bringing
up to date. The story of the Club's foundation and its early dinners
was told in the first book of the Omar Khayyam Club of which 181
copies only were printed. The introduction to this volume was written
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by Edward Clodd, and the book covered the years 1892-1910. The
subsequent history of the club from 1910-1929 was related in the
:;econd book of which 125 copies were printed. The introduction was
by Philip Guedalla. All the illustrations and all the poems from the
menu cards for these years were reproduced in both books as well as
the names of all members and guests present at the dinners.

"It is proposed to cover the years 1929-1961 in a third book. The
club was in abeyance from 1939 because of the Second World War and
did not get going again until 1947, so there would be 50 menu cards
to be reproduced. There are drawings by Low, Martin Hardie, Will
Owen, James McBey, Aubrey Hammond, Sir W. Russell Flint, Robert
S. Austin, Bert Thomas, Fougasse, Osbert Lancaster, Gilbert Spencer,
Ronald Searle, David Langdon, Sprod, Edward Ardizzone, and Nicolas
Bentley, and poems by Arthur R. Ropes, Sir E. Denison Ross, Arthur
Wimperis, Humbert Wolfe, Victor Bridges, James Laver, R. H.
Mottram, Patrick Hamilton, Geoffrey Winthrop Young, W. F. Harvey,
Walter De La Mare, D. B. Wyndham Lewis, Evoe, Richard Church,
Vyvyan Holland, Clarence Winchester, J. W. Lambert, Peter Dickin
son, P. M. Hubbard, B. A. Young, Michael Albery, Paul Jennings, and
Richard Usborne. None of these is available elsewhere.

"As in the first two books there would be an introduction and a
full list of members and guests for the period covered.

"... The first two volumes are virtually unobtainable now and if
they do appear on the secondhand market are snapped up and a num
ber have gone to America."

Dr. Briscoe is correct: the first two books of the Omar Khayyam
Club are indeed collectors' items now, and the chances are pretty good
that the proposed Third Book will very soon come within the same
category.

Through the courtesy of Dr. Briscoe and the members of the
Omar Khayyam Club the privilege of acquiring copies of the Third
Book is extended to Library Associates, and those who are interested
should write air mail to: Dr. A. Daly Briscoe, Seckford Lodge, Wood
bridge, Suffolk, England.

The price of this privately printed edition, limited to 200 copies,
is $9.80, post free.
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