














SIDNEY KRAMER (1912-1961)
Known far and wide as a scholar, bibliographer, librarian, book

seller, publisher, and leading authority on books of all kinds, Sidney
Kramer made friends with every person he met or to whom he sold a
manuscript or a rare book.

From the age of nine, when he started collecting, he lived in the
world of books; at nineteen he was assistant to the curator of rare books
at Columbia University; he taught library science at universities; he
was a book consultant to large private firms and governmental organ
izations; he was librarian at colleges; he wrote and published valuable
books; and he was instrumental in enlarging and enhancing public
and academic libraries in this country and abroad.

Every collector who browsed the Washington, D. C. bookshops
since World War II, met Sidney Kramer, sooner or later, and became
a respected friend.

One day last April, he told a Syracusan in Washington over the
telephone, "Yes, sure, I'd like to join the Library Associates. As soon as
I'm out of this sickbed, we'll get together for lunch and have a good
talk about books and Syracuse University." But on the twenty-fifth,
Sidney Kramer, forty-nine years old, joined instead those associates
who had gone before him into that realm where all good bookmen go.
Deus vult.

Memorial Funds
Friends have established a Memorial Fund for the purchase of

library books inscribed in honor of Henry D. Costello.
Additional contributions have been made to the Andrew W.

~·forek Library Memorial Fund.

The Oneida Community Collection
Branded a heretic and suspected of insanity, John Humphrey

Noyes, an expellee of Yale Theological Seminary and a delicensed
Congregational preacher, under threats at Putney, Vermont, herded his
faithful flock of converts westward, and did not stop until he had
reached a little place called Oneida, in Madison county, New York,
next door to Syracuse, a hundred and thirteen years ago.

Convinced he was a sinless, exalted, and anointed leader, divinely
singled out to rema~e and save the world from perdition, Noyes became
one of the most controversial figures ever to appear on the scene in
American cuItural-sociological-religious his tory.

At Oneida in 1848, Noyes and his company established his idea of
an ideal Christian communist society, all members of which were
known as Perfectionists from their insistence that true sinlessness could
be attained through communion with the Holy Spirit. They also main
tained that conventional marriage was not a binding contract between
two individuals, but an arrangement under the control and supervision
of the entire community. Childbearing became a matter of breeding
by mating the healthiest and most intelligent males and females of the
community, the whole action methodically planned by appropriate
task forces and screening committees in the upper echelon.

At first the activities of the Oneida Communists were mainly agri
culture, but later they included industry, and the society became a very
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prosperous body. In deference to public opposition which culminated
in an indignation meeting in 1879 at Syracuse University (though not
sponsored by the University), Noyes and his followers abandoned the
practice but not the belief in the matter of "complex marriage." Two
years later when the Community organized itself into a joint-stock
corporation, the framework of Noyes' idealistic ambitions fell apart,
and he retired to Canada where he died in 1886.

Many records and source materials exist regarding this noble ex
periment, and for some years now Syracuse University Library has been
engaged actively in acquiring as much as possible until at present it is
believed to have the most extensive collection assembled by an educa
tional institution in the United States.

In order that students, scholars, researchers, librarians, collectors,
and others concerned with the history of American cultural, socio
logical, and religious developments for the period 1837-79, may know
the extent of these holdings, Syracuse University Library has recently
published a thirty-eight page illustrated bibliography under the title:
The Oneida Community Collection in the Syracuse University Library
(Ithaca, New York: The Cayuga Press, 1961) , compiled with an intro-

duction and scholarly notes by Mr. Lester G. Wells, Librarian, Lena R.
Arents Rare Book Room. A foreword has been supplied by Prof. Nelson
1"1. Blake of the History Department, Syracuse University.

The sub-headings of the Contents give an indication of the splen
did arrangement of the bibliography: Books and Pamphlets by John
Humphrey Noyes, Books and Pamphlets about the Oneida Community
and John Humphrey Noyes, Serial Publications Issued or Edited by
John Humphrey Noyes or by the Communities with Which He Was
Associated, Miscellaneous Publications, Manuscript Materials in the
Syracuse University Library Relating to the Oneida Community, Syra
cuse University and the Oneida Community, and General Social Re
form Publications.

For those who wish to commune with the spirits of the Oneida
Communists, let it be known that the original Mansion House is now
an apartment dwelling, and there is one vacancy, and no waiting list.

New Members
Mr. David Fraser, Chairman of the Membership Committee, an

nounces with sincere pleasure the following new members:
Dr. James A. Augenstine Richard B. Lillich
Walter Hart Blumenthal Thomas Ollive Mabbott
Dr. and Mrs. George B. Broad Hon. and Mrs. Earle B. Mayfield
Cyril Clemens Earle B. Mayfield, Jr.
Mrs. Wilson G. Cole Thomas B. Mayfield
Richard M. Elman William J. McCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Hill Leander McCormick-Goodhart

Fockler Ruth E. Meyers
James Girdwood Gordon N. Ray
Harold K. Hochschild John Andrew Rice
Alexander F. Jones Hon. Stewart Lee Udall
Martin Kamin Marvin M. Weiner
Mrs. Fred C. Kelly Ames W. Williams
Charles Kohen
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The above autograph inscription signed by the great Hoosier,
James Whitcomb Riley (1849-1916), appears in a copy of the second
edition (1895) of the poet's volume entitled Armazindy (with green
cloth binding, extra gilt spine, unrecorded in A Bibliography of James
fflhitcomb Riley~ by Anthony J. Russo and Dorothy R. Russo, Indiana
polis, 1944), recently acquired by the Curator of Manuscripts and
Rare Books of Syracuse University for his private collection.

Riley's writing is plain and readable; the name of the addressee is
clear: Busch Hays.

Riley may have been "his old Hoosier friend," but Hays was cer
tainly not among the poet's closest friends, or else he would have re
ceived a copy of the first edition.

Who was Busch Hays, Esq.? That's the mystery.
A prize, beautiful, unique, and valuable, will be given to the

member of Library Associates who identifies the man here addressed
by the great author of such American classics as "Little Orphan Annie,"
"The Old Swimmin'-Hole," and "Out to Old Aunt Mary's." Communi
cations should be addressed to the editor of the Courier. Duplicate
winners will be awarded duplicate prizes.

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY ASSOCIATES
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