










more inclusive edition of Rous­
seau's botanical efforts.

Redou te (1759-1840) carefully
supplemented the Rousseau com­
mentary with forty-six plates il­
lustrating the letters on botany
and eighteen illustrating the dic­
tionary of terms. Engravers in­
clude Chailly, Marchand, Mas­
son, and Tassaert. Printed in
color and finished by hand, the
plates include particularly im­
portant illustrations of chicory,
quince, plum, lily, snapdragon,
and narcissus. Books containing
color plates by this fa m 0 u s
French painter of flowers are
highly coveted collectors' items.
Red 0 ute's three-volume Les
Roses (1817-1824) is perhaps his
most famous work; it is hoped
that it, too, may one day be ac­
quired for the Lena R. Arents
Rare Book Room.

The handsome binding-full
blue morocco gold tooled, a rose
inlaid on front cover, white
moire end - papers, gold tooled
1eat her doublures, and blue
buckram chemise-was the work
iof Whitman Bennett of New
York in 1905. The volume is a
particularly fine example of
Bennett artistry.

Mr. Baruch at Syracuse
The University was honored

recently in receiving from the
gifted biographer and Pulitzer
Prize winner, Margaret L. Coit,
her original manuscript of Mr.
Baruch together with an in­
scribed copy of this widely read
work published last year by
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Houghton Mifflin Co. At Miss
Coit's suggestion, her publishers
also sent to the Library three
preliminary manuscript drafts
and the final typed manuscript
or "setting copy" with galley and
page proofs. Together these
gifts tell the fascinating story
of how Miss Coit's scholarly and
penetrating study of Bernard
Baruch became a book. For
many the story will be as inter­
esting as it will be useful.

Mr. Baruch earned for Miss
Coit the coveted prize presented
each year by the books commit­
tee of the National Council of
Women of the United States to
the author of "the outstanding
book written by a woman and
published in the United States."

William Morris
Collection Grows

Mr. Sol Feinstone of Wash­
ington Crossing, Pennsylvania,
has enriched the Library's col­
lections of rare books and man­
uscripts with numerous gifts and
he recently supplemented these
with a gift of five letters written
by William Morris and an origi­
nal sketch of an initial letter
designed by Morris for his mon­
umental "Kelmscott Chaucer."

The five Morris letters to his
artist friend and fellow-Socialist,
WaIter Crane, range in date
from 1891 to 1893. They relate
to sundry publications by Mor­
ris in which Crane had a part
either as illustrator or literary
contributor. Two concern pub­
lication of the A rts and Crafts



Essays (1893). One relates to
the catalog of an exhibition by
the Arts and Crafts Exhibition
Society and to a suitable gallery
for the annual exhibitions. Two
have reference to Crane's illus­
trations for The Story of the
Glittering Plain written and
published by Morris.

Morris's Glittering Plain} a
prose romance, has been de­
scribed by H. Buxton Forman
(The Books of William Morris)
as "treating of the renewal of
youth without death." This ap­
peared as the first publication
of Morris's Kelmscott Press in
1891. He had engaged Crane
to illustrate ,the book, but as
Crane wrote "he [Morris] was
so eager to get his first book out
that he could not wait for the
pictures and so it first appeared
simply with his own initials and
ornaments, the larger edition fol­
lowing later [1894] with the
woodcuts from my designs ..."

A few weeks previous to re­
ceipt of Mr. Feinstone's gift the
Library secured with Library
Associates' funds a copy of the
1891 edition from an English
dealer. Two hundred copies were
printed of which one hundred
and eighty were offered for sale.
This edition should not be con­
fused with the trade edition
published by Reeves and Tur­
ner, London, in the same year
or with the 1894 edition illus­
trated by Crane. All three edi­
tions should ultimately be avail­
able in the collection, particu­
larly the latter since the Library
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has but one book illustrated by
Walter Crane - Robert Louis
Stevenson's Travels with a Don­
key in the Cevennes (London,
1879), which was the gift of
Chancellor Tolley.

The original Morris design is
an ornamental letter "0" for his
Chaucer and appears as the ini­
tial letter of the first word of
"The Prologe of the Tale of the
Manne of Lawe" - "0 Hatefull
Harm! Condicion of Poverte!"
The design measures approxi­
mately 3% by 4 inches and it
collates perfectly with the same
initial letter in the Library's copy
of the "Kelmscott Chaucer."

Mr. Feinstone's gift augments
the Library's holdings of Mor­
ris materials enhanced last fall
by Dr. Adrian Van Sinderen's
gift of the Kelmscott Chaucer to­
gether with an original Morris
letter addressed to F. G. Steph­
ens, art critic of the Athenaeum}
relative to one of the articles
which Morris contributed to
that periodical between 1876
and 1888.

In Memoriam
With deep regret, the Execu­

tive Secretary records the loss
from our membership of Emil
Hansen, deceased October 22,
1958.

Memorial Funds
Friends and relatives have es­

tablished Memorial Funds for
the purchase of library books in­
scribed in honor of:

Mrs. Frank A. Shane
Ralph F. Strebel



Herbals
The Library recently added

to the Lena R. Arents Rare
Book Room a notable collection
of fifty original leaves from fa­
mous herbals published during
the last five centuries. The fif­
teenth century is represented by
12 leaves, the sixteenth by 24;
and for the seventeenth - nine­
teenth centuries 14 leaves are in­
cluded. They depict the devel­
opment of typography and book
illustration with examples of
woodcuts, cop per engravings,
lithography and hand - colored
plates.

Accompanying the plates, en­
closed in an attractive linen cov­
ered box with hinged cover, is
a scholarly brochure in English
by Claus Nissen giving a history
of herbals from the time of an­
cient Egypt until 1957; a bibli­
ography of the books in which
the plates originally appeared;
and an account of the life and
works of the respective authors,
artists, printers and publishers.

Herbals of Five Centuries sup­
plements the following herbals
acquired during the past year
for the Lena R. Arents Rare
Book Room:

Culpepper. British herbal ..
London, 1840.

Gerard. The herballe . .
London, 1633.

Hill. The British herbal ...
London, 1756.

Salmon. Botanolgia . . . Lon­
don, 1710.

Scholarly use of these book8
is being made by a graduate
student in botany who is col­
lecting data for his master's the­
sis on the history of the use of
belladonna through all ages. In
addition to his use of herbals
in our Library, he has been as­
sisted in his research by the five­
volume catalogue of the "Arents
Tobacco Collection" in the New
York Public Library.

New Members
Mr. David Fraser, Chairman

of the Membership Committee,
announces with sincere pleasure
the following new members:

Mr. George Daigneault, Chi­
cago, Illinois.

Mr. Peter A. Gabauer, Larch­
mont, New York.

Huntington Harris, Leesburg,
Virginia.

Earle J. l\tIachold, Syracuse.
Mr. and Mrs. San for d B.

Meech, Syracuse.

Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Charles
Nichols, Alexandria Bay, New
York.

Miss Marguerite Swallen, Bat­
tle Creek, Michigan.
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